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Some Famous Ahadith on Abdal 



The Hadith of 'Ubadah ibn Samit from the Prophet (saw): 

"The Abdal in this community are thirty similar to Ibrahim, the 
intimate friend of the Merciful, each time one of them dies Allah 
substitutes another in his place." ("Musnad Ahmad" v 5 p 322) 

Imam Ahmad, who narrated this Hadith, said after mentioning it: 
"Munkar" (rejected) 

Shaykh Albani said in his " As-Silsilah Ad-Da' ifah" n° 936 that this Hadith 
has two defects: 

"First: Abdul Wahid ibn Qays, he is differed upon, ibn Ma'in in one 
narration and Abu Zur'ah declared him to be trustworthy, and ibn 
Ma'in said in another version: He was not such, neither close, Abu 
Hatim said: he is not strong, and likewise was said by Salih ibn 
Muhammad Al-Baghdadi and he added: "He narrated from Abu 
Hurayrah though he did not meet him". Az-Zahabi said: "He did not 
meet Abu Hurayrah but only narrated from him in a mursal way 
(meaning omitting narrator between him and Abu Hurayrah), he 
only reached 'Urwah and Nafi'" 

I say: based upon this he did not reach 'Ubadah ibn Samit, so the 
Isnad with its weakness is also Munqati'! 

The second: Al-Hasan ibn Zakwan is also differed upon, the majority 
weakened him, Ahmad said: his Ahadith are falsehood, ibn Ma'in 
said: he used to narrate monstrosities. Hafiz Ibn Hajar said: "Saduq 
makes mistakes and use to do Tadlis (hide some of his teachers in the 
chain by omitting them)", and he indicated that he is among the 
narrators of Sahih Al-Bukhari. 

I say: He narrated this with "'An" (saying "from 'Abdul Wahid ibn 
Qays" such, so he did not clarify he heard directly from 'Abdul 
Wahid ibn Qays)" 

Hafiz ibn Hajar wrote in his introduction of "Fathul Bari": 




"Al-Hasan ibn Zakwan, Ahmad, ibn Ma'in and others criticised him, 
and he has not other Hadith in "Sahih Al-Bukhari" except this 
narration of Al-Qattan despite Al-Qattan's strictness in narrators, 
and despite this it came as a Mutaba'ah (meaning it is following and 
strengthening another narration)" 

So Al-Bukhari did not base of Al-Hasan ibn Zakwan but only narrated from 
him to follow and strengthen other narrations. 

Another Hadith of 'Ubadah with words: 



"The Abdal of my community are thirty, by them the earth is 
established, by them you receive rain and by them you are saved" 
("At-Tabarani") 

Al-Haythami said: "From the way of 'Amr Al-Bazar from 'Anbasah Al- 
Khawwas, and I do not know these two" ("Majma' Az-Zawa'id" v 10 p 63). 
So this Hadith is weak as these two narrators are unknown. 

The Hadith of ' Awf ibn Malik: 



"The Abdal are among the people of Sham: By them they are saved 
and by them they receive their sustenance" 

Al-Haythami said: "Narrated by At-Tabarani. The chain of narrators 
contains 'Amr ibn Waqid, and the majority of Imams weakened him. . .As 
for the narrator Shahr, there is difference about him" ("Majma' Az-Zawa'id" 
v 10 p 63) 

Al-Bukhari and At-Tirmidhi said about 'Amr ibn Waqid: Munkar ul Hadith 
(he narrates rejected narrations). Abu Hatim said: Weak in Hadith, Munkar 
Al-Hadith. An-Nassa'i, Ad-Daraqutni and Al-Barqani said: Matruk 
(abandoned). Ibn Hibban said: he mixes narrations and narrates false 
narrations from trustworthy narrators, so he deserves to be abandoned. 

Hafiz ibn Hajar said concerning 'Amr ibn Waqid: "Matruk" (abandoned) 
("Taqrib" 5132) and he said about Sharh: "Saduq, does a lot of Irsal and 
commits many mistakes" ("Taqrib" 2830) 

The Hadith of ibn Mas'ud: 



"There will always be forty people in this community whose hearts 
are upon the heart of Ibrahim. Allah will remove harm from 




people by them, they are called the Abdal, they will not reach this 
level by their prayers, fasting and charity." They asked: "O 
Messenger of Allah, how will they reach this level?", he replied: 
"By their generosity and advise to the Muslims"" 

Al-Haythami said: "Narrated by At-Tabarani from the narration of Thabit 
ibn 'Abash Al-Ahdab, from Abu Raja Al-Kalbi, and I do not know them 
both." ("Majma' uz-Zawa'id" v 10 p 63) 

Shaykh Albani said in his "Silsilah Ad-Da' ifah" n° 1478: 

"His (Abu Raja) name is Rawh ibnul Musayab, ibn 'Adi said about 
him: "His Ahadith are not Mahfuz (preserved)" and ibn Hibban 
(1/299) said: "He narrates fabricated Ahadith from trustworthy 
narrators, he turns Mawquf narrations into Marfu' and it is not 
permissible to narrate from him"" 

Another Hadith of Ibn Mas'ud: 



"Allah (Azza wa Jalla) has in the creation three hundreds upon the 
heart of Adam (aleyhi salam), forty upon the heart of Musa (aleyhi 
salam), seven upon the heart of Ibrahim (aleyhi salam), five upon 
the heart of Jibril (aleyhi salam), three upon the heart of Mikail 
(aleyhi salam), one upon the heart of Israfil (aleyhi salam), when he 
dies, Allah substitutes him by one of the three, and when one of the 
three dies, Allah substitutes him by one of the five, and when one 
of the five dies, Allah substitutes him by one of the seven. . . and 
when one of the three hundreds dies, Allah substitutes him by a 
person from the general people, by them He gives life, death, rain, 
makes vegetation grow and removes hardships" (Abu Nu'aym ibn 
"Al-Hiliyah" and Az-Zahabi in "Al-Mizan") 

Shaykh Albani wrote in "As-Silsilah Ad-Daifah" n° 1479: 

"Az-Zahabi narrated it in the mention of 'Uthman ibn ' Amarah 
(who is one of the narrator of this Hadith) and said: "This (hadith) is 
a lie, may Allah punish him for fabricating this lie." And Al-Hafiz 
(Ibn Hajar) agreed with him in his "Lisan" but said: "It has 
preceded in the mention of AbdurRaheem: he has been accused 
with it or 'Uthman", meaning that the accusation of lying in this 
Hadith is disputed between Abdur Raheem Al-Armini and this 
'Uthman, as these two are unknown and they are only known for 
this fabricated Hadith" 




The Hadith of ibn 'Umar: 



"The chosen ones of my community in every era are five hundreds, 
and the Abdal are forty, neither the five hundreds decrease nor the 
forty diminish, whenever one of them (Abdal) dies, Allah substitutes 
him with one of these five hundreds and incorporates him into the 
Abdal in his (the dead) place. The companions asked: "Inform us of 
their actions?", and he replied: "They forgive those who commit 
injustice to them. (Abu Nu'aym in his "Al-Hiliyah" from At- 
Tabarani, from Sa'id ibn Abi Zayd, from 'Abdullah ibn Harun As- 
Suri from Al-Awza'i from Az-Zuhri from Nafi' from ibn 'Umar from 
the Prophet (saw)) 

Shaykh Albani said in his "As-Silsilah Ad-Da'ifah" n° 935: 

"This chain contains darkness; I do not know Sa'id ibn Abi Zayd and 
'Abdullah ibn Harun, except that Az-Zahabi mentioned the second 
in Al-Mizan and said: "('Abdullah ibn Harun As-Suri) from Al- 
Awza'i and he is not known, and this narration is a lie about the 
characteristics of the Abdal" and Hafiz ibn Hajar agreed with him in 
his Lisan." 

Ibn Jawzi said in his "Mawdu'at" v 3 p 151: "Fabricated, it contains 

unknown narrators" 

The Hadith of Umm Salamah: 



"Difference will occur after the death of a caliph and a man from 
the people of Madinah will flee to Makkah. Some people from 
Makkah will come towards him, take him against his will and 
give him Bay' ah between the corner (of the Ka'bah) and the 
Maqam of Ibrahim. A Military expedition will be send against 
him, but it will be swallowed by the earth in the desert between 
Makkah and Madinah, and when people will see this, the Abdal 
of Syria and the best people of 'Iraq will come towards him and 
give him Bay' ah." ("Musnad Ahmad" v 6 p 316, "Sunnan Abu 
Dawud" Kitab Al-Mahdi n°4286) 

The chain of narrators contains Salih Abu Khalil from one of his 
companions, from Umm Salamah. So the companion of Salih Abu Khalil is 
not named so unknown (Majhul Al-'Ayn). 

Abu Dawud et Al-Hakim mentioned a similar narration from Abu Khalil 
from Abdullah ibnul Harith from Umm Salamah, so the unknown narrator 




in the first narration might be this Abdullah ibnul Harith, but all these 
chains of narrators contain Abul 'Awam, and his name is 'Imran ibn Dawar 
Al-Qattan. Az-Zahabi said: "Many people weakened him and he was a 
Khariji" ("Talkhis" v 4 p 431) 

Also Az-Zahabi included him in his book of weak narrators "Al-Mughni fi 
Ad-Du'afa" n° 4596. 

Hadith of Mu'az ibn Tabal 

"Whoever has three attributes will be among the Abdal, those by 
whom the world and its people are established: the satisfaction with 
the decree, patience to avoid the prohibitions of Allah, the anger for 
the sake of His essence" (As-Sulami in "Sunan As-Sufiyah", narrated 
by Ad-Daylami in "Musnad Al-Firdaws") 

Shaykh Albani wrote in his "As- As-Silsilah Ad-Da' ifah" n° 1474: 

"This is a fabricated Hadith concocted by Maysarah ibn Abd Rabbihi, 
who is a famous liar. . .and Sharh ibn Hashwab is weak, I do not 
know Ja'far ibn Abdil Wahab As-Sarkhasi, and Abu AbdirRahman 
As-Sulami himself is accused, his name is Muhammad ibnul Husayn 
ibn Muhammad, Az-Zahabi mentioned him in his "Ad-Dua'afa" and 
said: "He is differed upon (Mutakalam fihi), Muhammad ibn Yusuf 
Al-Qattan said to me: "He would fabricate Ahadith for the Sufis."" 
Al-Munawi weakened this Hadith because of ibn Abd Rabbihi and 
Hawshab only and As-Suyuti darkened his "Al-Jami As-Saghir" by 
mentioning this Hadith in it despite his knowledge of the chain" 

The Hadith of Anas ibn Malik 



"The Abdal are forty, twenty two from Sham, and eighteen from 
'Iraq, each time one of them dies Allah substitutes another in his 
place..." (Narrated by Ibn 'Adi v 5 p 220) 

Hafiz Az-Zahabi said in Al-Mizan v 5 p 123: "Al-'Ala ibn Zaydal Ath- 
Thaqafi Basri narrates from Anas ibn Malik, his Kuniyah is Abu 
Muhammad Talif, Ibnul Madini said: he would fabricated Hadith, Abu 
Hatim and Ad-Daraqutni said: Matruk Al-Hadith (Abandoned), Al- 
Bukhari and others said: "Munkar Al-Hadith", Ibn Hibban said: he 
narrates from Anas ibn Malik from a fabricated manuscript, it is not 
permissible to mention (his narrations) except to know (his weakness). 



Another Hadith of Anas ibn Malik 




"The Abdal are forty men and forty women, whenever a man dies 
Allah substitutes him with another man and whenever a woman dies 
Allah substitutes her with another woman" (Al-Khallal in "Karamat 
Al-Awliya") 

Ibnul Jawzi said in his "Mawdu'at" v 3 p 152: "The chain contains unknown 
narrators" meaning that two narrators Abu 'Umar Al-Ghadani and Abu 
Salamah are unknown. 

Another Hadith from Anas ibn Malik 



"The pillars of my community are the tribes of Yemen and forty men 
among the Abdal of Sham, whenever one of them dies, Allah 
substitutes him with another man, and they do not reach this level by 
a great quantity of prayer and fasting, but by the generosity of their 
souls, the good intentions in their chests, and their advise to the 
Muslims" (Ibn 'Asakir in "Tarikh" v 1 p 292) 

This Hadith is weak because of two of its narrators: 'Abdullah ibn Ma'qal 
and Yazeed ibn Aban Ar-Riqashi. Hafiz Az-Zahabi wrote in "Al-Mizan" v 4 
p 204: "'Abdullah ibn Ma'qal Basri from Yazeed Ar-Riqashi, I do not know 
who he is." As for Yazeed Ar-Riqashi, ibn Hibban wrote: "He would mix 
the speech of Al-Hasan (Al-Basri) and attribute it to Anas from the Prophet 
(saw) without knowing, and as his narrations from Anas and other 
trustworthy narrators that were not from their Hadith increased, basing on 
him is wrong, it is not permissible to narrate from him except to know (his 
weakness)" 

The Hadith of Abu Hurayrah: 

"The earth is never void from the thirty similar to Ibrahim, the 
intimate friend of the Merciful, by them they receive assistance, 
sustenance and rain" (Ibn Hibban in " Al-Majruhin") 

Ibn Hibban said v 2 p 61: "This is a lie, AburRahman ibn Marzuq ibn 'Awf 
Abu 'Awf was a Shaykh in Tartus that would fabricate Ahadith, it is not 
permissible to narrate from him except for criticism" 

The Hadith of Abu Sa'id Al-Khudri 



"The Abdal of my community will not enter the paradise by their 
actions, but they will enter it by the mercy of Allah, the generosity of 




their hearts and their good intentions for all the Muslims" (Al- 
Bayhaqi in "Sha'bul Iman") 

The narrator Salih ibn Basheer Al-Mari is weak, Al-Bukhari said: "Munkar 
Al-Hadith and Zahib Al-Hadith (wasted in Hadith, this is a very strong 
criticism such as abandoned in Hadith)." An-Nasa'i said: Matruk Al-Hadith 
(abandoned). 

Secondly the chain is disconnected as Hasan Al-Basri did not hear from Abu 
Sa'id Al-Khudri. Hafiz Abu Sa'id Al-'Ala'i wrote in his "Jami' At-Tahsil" v 1 
p 163 : "' Ali Ibnul Madini said: Al-Hasan saw Umm Salamah but did not 
narrated from her, neither from Abu Musa Al-Ash'ari, nor from Al-Aswad 
ibn Sari', nor from Ad-Dahak ibn Sufyan, nor from Jabir, nor from Abu Sa'id 
Al-Khaudri, nor from Ibn Abbas and ibn 'Umar. . ." 



Note: The references on these Ahadith have been taken from "Taqdis Al- 
Ashkhas" of Shaykh Muhammad Al-Lowh, books of Shaykh Albani and an 
article of Shaykh Abu Muhammad Al-Alfi present in the web page 
http:/ / www.alsoufia.com . 

The contradiction in the texts (Matn) of the Ahadith of Abdal 

Shaykh Muhammad Al-Lowh in the same book objected to the Matn of 
these Ahadith as there is a clear Idhtirab (contradictions that cannot be 
removed). Indeed, some Ahadith mention 30, other 40, and some other 
numbers, and Sufis could not explain this clear contradiction, Shaykh Al- 
Lowh wrote v 1 p 106: 

"Muhammad Al-Khidr Ash-Shanqiti said (in "Mushtaha Al-Kharif 
Al-Jani" p 513): "Some narrations mention that the Abdal are 
thirty, and this is contradicted by other Ahadith who say they are 
forty. Az-Zarqani said in "Sharh Al-Mawahib" these Ahadith 
could be combined by saying that thirty among them are upon the 
heart of Ibrahim and the ten others are not, but this opposes the 
Hadith saying: "There will always be forty people in this 
community whose hearts are upon the heart of Ibrahim" then he 
said -meaning Az-Zarqani-: "It is better to gather these Ahadith by 
saying that the narrations mentioning thirty were before Allah 
taught him of forty"" 

Maybe Ash-Shanqiti felt that this domain concerns narrative 
matters, and narrative matters are not abrogated, so he said: "What 
is apparent in gathering between these two Ahadith is that they are 



seventy, forty in Sham and thirty elsewhere, and the Ahadith of 
forty concerns those in Sham and the Ahadith of thirty refers to 
those outside Sham." 

In reality, this gathering is taken from the definition of the author 
of the Qamus (Al-Fayrozabadi) of the Abdal, but this is also not 
free of criticism because there is another Hadith saying: "The 
Budala are forty, twenty two of them are in Sham and eighteen in 
Traq. . .", this is narrated by Ibn 'Adi (in his Kamil v 5 p 220) from 
Anas 

So we can conclude that these Ahadith are false from the Isnad and 
the Matn, and similar to it cannot establish creed or Shari' ah. And 
what is strange is that those who base on these narrations to 
establish the Abdal, most of them are Ash'aris who refuse the 
Ahad narrations in matters of the creed, even if these narrations 
are from the most authentic. So this a definitive proof and a 
shining demonstration of the confused methodology of these 
people in everything" 

Also these Ahadith do not stipulate that Allah gives these Awliya 
powers to cure, bring rain, provide sustenance and assistance, that these 
Abdal know the unseen and they have assemblies in which they decide 
of matters that are to happen, and they govern the world and have been 
given power of "Kun fa Yakun" (to say "be" and this matter becomes). 
These weak narrations only mention "by them you are given sustenance 
or rain" and this "By them" can only mean by their invocations as it is in 
the Sahih Al-Bukhari: ""O Sa'd, are you not given help and sustenance 
except by your weak one, by their invocations, their prayers, their 
sincerity (Ikhlas)" 

So these Ahadith do not justify what the Sufis have established, and we 
will see further all the matters they have invented without any proof. 

The word "Kun Fa Yakun" ("Be" and it is) is given to saints according to 
Ash-Sha'rani, An-Nabbahani and Habib Ali Al-jifri 

An-Nabbahani wrote in his "Jami' Karamat" v 2 p 158 that the Sufi 'Ali ibn 
Muhammad Ad-Dinawri received the word "Kun" but Ad-Dinawri said: 





